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General Information about AWE 2024 

Program Highlights

Founded in 2019, the Academy for Women Entrepreneurs (AWE) aims to empower
women with the knowledge, networks, and access they need to launch and scale
successful businesses. By promoting women’s economic opportunities and ensuring
women have the capabilities and resources needed to participate in the economy, the
AWE program directly supports the U.S. National Strategy on Gender Equity and Equality.
Implemented in nearly 100 countries, AWE has helped an estimated 25,000 women
entrepreneurs around the world grow their businesses and reach their full economic
potential.

Watch a short video about the program here.

💡 Integrated Learning: Combines the online platform DreamBuilder with in-class mentoring.

📈 Skill Development: Learn core business skills like strategic planning, marketing, and financial

management.

🌍  Connect with Experts: Connect with local mentors and entrepreneurship experts.

🌱Comprehensive Support: Four months of guidance from idea development to MVP or

business scaling.

🎓 Certification: Receive a certificate and join a global network of AWE Alumni.

🤝Networking Opportunities: Engage with leaders and investors from both public and private

sectors.

🏢 Facilities: Access to free coworking space, amenities, and a multimedia studio.

01

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixkzpwFnISo


Program Structure
Returning to Cyprus for its second year, AWE offers a blend of localized in-class mentoring
and the online platform DreamBuilder. 

This free, four-month program runs from September 2024 to December, 2024. 

It includes weekly sessions that combine physical training with online learning. Participants
will engage in entrepreneurship and business training, interact with Cypriot women
entrepreneurs, and visit women-led businesses. Weekly self-study time is provided for online
modules. Mentoring support comes from experienced facilitators and 2023 alumnae peers. 

Through AWE, participants will develop core business skills such as:
strategic planning
marketing, and 
financial management. 

These skills will be applied in both classroom settings and real-world scenarios with local
business community mentors and U.S. Exchange Alumni network members. 

The program is designed to be flexible and inclusive, accommodating diverse needs. A
minimum of 60% participation is required to complete the program successfully.
Certification is awarded to those who complete all online modules on DreamBuilder.  
The graduation ceremony will take place in January 2025 and an Alumnae networking event
will follow in February 2025. 

This program is implemented by CyprusInno with support from the U.S. Embassy in Cyprus.
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Who Can Apply and How
The program is open to women planning to start a business or seeking support to scale an
existing one. Applicants can apply at any stage, from new ideas to ongoing ventures. No prior
entrepreneurial experience is needed—just passion and drive! Applications from various
fields/sectors within the entrepreneurial world are welcome.

All applications will be reviewed by the CyprusInno team. Selected participants will be notified of
their acceptance in early August.

Apply by Sunday, August 18 at 23:59 EET through this application form:
https://forms.gle/JvnWC2SmHgJKfNXW7. 

Disclaimer: 
At CyprusInno we prioritize a fair, transparent, and inclusive evaluation process for all applications
based on the following criteria: a) idea potential, b) uniqueness, c) motivation to apply and d) alignment
with AWE objectives. Our selection criteria emphasize the entrepreneurial drive, vision, and readiness of
applicants to benefit from the program. Every application is given equal consideration, regardless of
the applicant’s background, industry, or entrepreneurial experience. Our vision is to promote a rich,
diverse, and inclusive community of women entrepreneurs. Please note that all application information
is confidential, and we strictly adhere to GDPR rules. 
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https://forms.gle/JvnWC2SmHgJKfNXW7


Alumnae Benefits
Completing the AWE program grants you membership in our Alumnae Network, offering
several benefits:

Connect with the U.S. ExchangeAlumni network.
Access opportunities for small grants post-program through the U.S. ExchangeAlumni
network.
Receive invitations to events and networking opportunities in Cyprus and beyond.

Hear more testimonials from our 2023 alumnae on our YouTube Channel. 

For more information visit our website at https://awe.cyprusinno.com/ and/or
contact us at info@cyprusinno.com. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ELfR8HjZuE
https://awe.cyprusinno.com/


AWE 2024  OPENING EVENT 
Friday, September 13, 2024

Time Agenda Item

18:00-18:05 PM

18:05-18:10 PM

18:10-18:30 PM

18:30-19:10 PM

19:10-19:20 PM

19:20-20:00 PM

20:00-22:00 PM

Welcome message from the American Embassy Cyprus

 Welcome message from Melina Demetriou, 
          Director and Finance Manager of Chevron Cyprus

Short welcoming from hosts and explanation of the Programme

Motivational Presentations / Q&A
Description: The presentations will consist of Cypriot women
entrepreneurs who are experts in their field of work. The general
topic of the panel will be "Navigating the Entrepreneurial
Landscape for women entrepreneurs. 
Speakers:

Maria L. Howard - Founder of Heroes Made
Yaprak Özyalçın - Founder of MOS Glass

 
Break

Alumni Panel Discussion and Q&A: Showcasing the real impact
and benefits of the program to previous entrepreneurs.
Moderated by Julia Constantinidou - CEO Masterful Creations

Panelists:
Luzdary Hammad Stavrou 
Makrina Amanatidou
Besime Erkmen
Evangelia Athanasiou

Networking Reception
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/maria-lavithi-howard-a616268b/
https://heroesmade.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yaprak-ozyalcin-00175944?originalSubdomain=cy
https://mosglasscyprus.com/en/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/julia-constantinidou-67867542/
https://www.masterful-creations.com/

